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stimuli is poorly understood. The present study provides evidence that airway epithelial cell migration is important in the repair of airway
epithelium. A single contiguous airway strip of the rat was raised either to a height of 8 mm or 2.0 mm and subsequently the preparations
were either left for 22 days, 10 days or 2 days before luminal filling. Airway epithelial cell migration along the edges of the denuded area was
then measured using the stereological probe-point method for 30 minutes. No migration was found along the edge of the untreated strips in
the present study, however, migration was noted along the whole of the denuded area of preparations that were treated with a single dose of
dexamethasone during the period of epithelial cell migration. Epithelial cell migration was not seen along the edges of the denuded area in
experiments where the airway was denuded twice, or where both dexamethasone and dextran sulphate were administered. This is the first
study to demonstrate that airway epithelial cell migration along the edge of the denuded area can be induced by the healing process of
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