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Islanders and Opponents Islanders is a series that covers all aspects of the NHL, from players to the
teams, the rules and on and off-the-ice issues. The Islanders have been on a complete downward
spiral since early 2012. Their playoff success over the last six years comes to an end and this year
they will miss the playoffs for the first time since before the lockout. All that focus on Erik Karlsson

and the Senators is a perfect example of how out of touch NHL teams and their followers are from the
rest of the world. Toronto Toronto has been trying to return to the glory days with contracts to core
players like Phil Kessel, Dion Phaneuf, Kyle Wellwood, Dion Phaneuf and Michael Grabner, but as the
playoffs unfolded, it became obvious that the team was not ready to compete. Grabner and Phaneuf
were in particular great disappointments. Kessel and Wellwood were others who put up some decent
numbers, but the core players on the team never quite jelled. Tim Leiweke, the owner, is going to be
around for the next few years to carry this city through another brutal decade, as the Blue Jays will be
for the next 20. It is sad to see Toronto and it’s sports fans suffer through another crappy decade, but

it makes the Leafs even more of a joke since they have such a weak fan base to start with. Buffalo
When the Sabres were created in 1970, they had one of the top rosters in the NHL. They have had

the top defensemen for years, and for the last few years have had the top team in the NHL in scoring.
Yet now, when it comes to the playoffs, they are in a dog fight with the Florida Panthers. Jeff Green in
particular is an example of how the NHL is flooded with young talent. He was drafted by the Sabres in
2008 and was paired with current Canadiens defenseman P.K. Subban. He came to play for one of the

top teams in the NHL and his numbers show it. Green was a huge asset to the Sabres, and his
departure was a bitter pill to swallow. Buffalo is a prime example of where too much young talent in
the wrong place all at once is damaging. Sabres fans are disappointed that under the leadership of

Tim Murray, the team has underachieved and their future is certainly looking worse and worse.
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